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Beginning in 2023, and culminating in 2026, we will celebrate the anniversaries 
of five significant events in the life of St. Francis of Assisi, namely the 800th anni-
versaries of the Later Rule and the Christmas at Greccio (2023), the Stigmata 
(2024), the Canticle of the Creatures (2025), and the Easter of Francis (2026). To 
guide us in our celebration of these “Franciscan Centenaries,” the Conference of 
the Franciscan Family has issued a wonderful resource manual. The title of this 
booklet is “2023-2026: A Multifaceted Centenary in Which Several Centenaries 
Will Be Celebrated.” More simply, we might reference these celebrations by 
simply referring to them as the “Franciscan Centenaries.” A working group of 
experts was entrusted with the task of creating this booklet, which gives an out-
line for learning more about our charism at each stage of the Centenary. The en-
tire Franciscan Family is to come together to celebrate these Centenaries and to 
participate in ongoing and initial formation programs centered around these 
events. The celebration of these Centenaries is also intended to make the Fran-
ciscan Family more visible to those unfamiliar with us. Please take time to review 
this booklet, which gives an overview of each anniversary and then offers sug-
gested activities from four perspectives. Regional and local fraternities are invited 
to send in your ideas of how your fraternity will participate. For easy reference, 
we include the first part of this booklet beginning on this page and continuing 
through page 12. Where can you find the complete Franciscan Centenary book-
let? Look for it on the home page of the OFS�USA website: secularfrancis-
cansusa.org.  

TAU-USA  SHARE THE VISION 
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I would like to introduce myself to all of you in our 

Lady Poverty Region. My name is Kathy Barton. I am 

one of 20 Franciscan brothers and sisters in our Ho-

ly Cross Fraternity in Conneaut Lake, PA.  

Before the creation of that Fraternity, I was part of 

the Holy Spirit Fraternity, who at that time gathered 

at St. Stanislaus Kotska Parish in Sharon, PA. I was 

on the Formation Team and truly enjoyed teaching 

those who came to us showing a very strong interest 

in our Franciscan way of life.  

Eventually, I was elected as Minister of Holy Spirit 

Fraternity and I will never forget that day when I 

said “yes” to my nomination. This office was, as you 

can imagine, a new experience for me and chal-

lenged me to take a step out of my “comfort zone”. I 

guess Jesus felt it was time for me to gain some con-

fidence in myself and become a servant leader to my Franciscan brothers and sisters. I remember 

them telling me “you can do it Kathy” and I did! I am very thankful that I played a part in the lead-

ership of that kind, compassionate and caring Fraternity. I will always treasure their friendship!  

Time marched on, and I was one of the founding five for the Holy Cross Fraternity and it has be-

come a thriving home fraternity for me.  I became quite comfortable saying “yes” to Minister, Vice 

Minister, Treasurer, Secretary and Formation Leader positions over the years.  

Now to the present moment of time, here I am as Minister of our Lady Poverty Region. I was com-

fortable coasting along as Vice Minister for a few years and then the unbelievable happened! I was 

nominated as Regional Minister! Can you imagine that? I was reluctant and uncertain but again my 

fellow Franciscan brothers and sisters interceded on my behalf and filled my spirit with their confi-

dence.  

Way back in 2014, Tom Bello, who was our National Minister, wrote a beautiful article in the Tau-

USA entitled “Jesus Never Invites Us to Failure!” I would like to take a few excerpts from his article 

that, hopefully, will make all of us think twice before we say “no” to being asked to serve.  

Tom begins by quoting from Matthew 14:26-31: “When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, 

they were terrified. “It is a ghost”, they said and they cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to them, 

“Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter said to him in reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me 

to come to you on the water.” He said “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the 

water toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong the wind was, he became frightened; and, begin-

ning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught 

Peter and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  

Walking on the Water” By Kathy Barton, OFS  
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Jesus never invited us to failure! Our call to service is from the Lord. Trust in Him and His love.  

You know, when I first became a professed Secular Franciscan and started attending functions 

with many of my fellow Franciscan brothers and sisters from all of the various fraternities, I was 

really looking forward to meeting everyone - Ministers, Vice Ministers, Secretaries, Treasurers, 

Formation Leaders, Council members. I assumed they would be retired people serving in these 

positions - people with lots of time on their hands, people with perfect health and family situa-

tions, people who possessed incredible leadership and speaking skills and were computer savvy. 

Instead I met a group of people (young and old) who simply and humbly said “yes” to the call in 

spite of their hardships, their lack of experience and busy daily lives.  

Why did they say “yes”? Because they were asked to help in some way. Others saw something 

special in them that they, themselves, were unaware of. They took the chance and “walked on the 

water” trusting that Jesus will give them courage, strength, wisdom and, most especially, confi-

dence in who they are and the acceptance of the limitations they have. No one is asking anyone or 

demanding that anyone be perfect. We all have fears and doubts and we make mistakes. Many 

times we have those bothersome inner voices that tell us “you just can’t do it”. Keep your eyes fo-

cused on the one who made you in His image. He wouldn’t steer you wrong! Let your light shine 

for others to enjoy and see!  

God didn’t bring me this far to say “no”. He had a plan for my Franciscan future and is by my side 

as I once again step out of my “comfort zone” and be a servant leader to my Lady Poverty Region-

al Council and our 19 local Fraternities. I know they will be there for me as I will for them.  



From The Mind of Fr. Christopher Panagoplos, TOR 
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POPE FRANCIS on DISCERNMENT 
 
 We might think that discernment is a complicated prac-
tice.  In reality, Pope Francis says it is life that is complicated 
and, if we don’t learn how to read it, as complicated as life is, 
we risk wasting our lives, using strategies that end up disheart-
ening us.  Life always presents choices to us, and if we do not 
make conscious choices, in the end it is life that chooses for us, 
taking us where we do not want to go. 
 Discernment is not done alone.  To help facilitate this 
indispensable exercise of discernment in our spiritual lives, the 
Word of God and Church teaching can help us understand 
the stirring in our hearts.  The Word of God is not simply a 
text to read.  The Word of God is a living presence, a person—Jesus—who comes to us and 
walks with us.  Heart speaks to heart.  The Word of God opens every door because Jesus is 
the door.  The Liturgy of the Hours opens the morning and evening moments of daily prayer 
with the invocation, “O God, come to my assistance.  O Lord, make haste to help me.”  To 
discern is to recognize the salvation God is working in our lives, that we are never alone.    

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL  WHY NOW? 
  
 Because the Church needs healing.  And the world needs the 
Church.  Scandal, division, disease, doubt.  We face these realities 
and we must confront them—all of them—all at once.  Are you 
ready to respond in this moment? 
 Jesus is present.  He desires to heal, renew, and unify the 
Church and the world.  Our Lord does this by uniting us once more 
around the source and summit of our faith—the Holy Eucharist.  
“I am the living bread come down from heaven; whoever eats this 
bread will live forever; and the bread I will give is My flesh for the 
life of the world” (Jn 6, 51). 
 We offer our prayers for our Mother, the Church, that the 
Church may be renewed by the light of the Gospel; that the Church 
may be strengthened in the bond of unity between the clergy and 
laity; that together with Francis our Pope and Mark our Bishop, in 

a world torn by strife, we may shine forth as a prophetic sign of unity and concord.  May 
we walk in the ways of the Beatitudes with faith and hope, striving to bring joy and trust 
into the world. 
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Franciscan Youth/Young Adult Ministry by Marie Bettwy, OFS 

Training Session 4:  
“What is Young Adult Ministry?” will be on 
Zoom on January 10 (7:00pm Eastern time) 
with the repeat of Session 4 on January 21st 
(12:00 pm Eastern time). 
 
I want to thank Joan Straub, OFS and Chris 
Yeschke, OFS, from Stigmata Fraternity, for 
taking an interest in learning more about FY/
YA and joining in on the training this past 
year.  We need more fraternities in our Re-
gion  to provide a FY/ YA representative.  
 
Another reminder: 
Anyone working with youth (under 18 years) 
must be certified with whatever require-
ments the diocese has. It is beneficial to ask 
everyone to get certified, because even if 
you are involved with young adults, they 
may have children or younger brothers and 
sisters who attend events. Even if your parish 
says you're clear, the commission insists that 
you be certified, as we are accountable to 
the Order, and they trust we are taking nec-
essary precautions to keep our young people 
safe. 
 
For those working with Youth Ministry we recommend reading “Renewing the Vision A Framework For 
Catholic Youth Ministry” by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
This resource supports those who minister to young people and focuses on three important objectives:  

• to empower young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ 

• to attract young people to responsible participation in the life, mission, and work of the Church 

• to foster the personal and spiritual growth of each young person. 

If I can be of any help or if you are interested in promoting this critical ministry in your area please contact 
me at: Mmbettwy@atlanticbb.net 
 
Peace and God Bless, 
Marie Bettwy, OFS  

Lady Poverty Regional FY/YA Animator  

mailto:Mmbettwy@atlanticbb.net
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Circ. n. 9/21-27 Prot. n. 3526 

Rome, December 21st, 2022 

To all YouFra National Councils To all the National Councils 

of the OFS 

To the International Councillors of YouFra and the OFS 

Dear brothers and sisters,  

Peace and Good! 

Pope Francis has invited all the young people of the world to live the next World Youth Day in Lisbon, Portugal, from August 1 to 6, 2023, and has cho-

sen as his motto the biblical quotation from the Gospel of St. Luke "Mary rose and departed without delay" (Lk 1:39), a biblical phrase that presents 

the example that young people need to follow in these times when fear and uncertainty are present in all parts of the world, the example of our Mother the 

Virgin Mary, an example of trust and total surrender to the will of God, without fear, without fear, with faith, with hope. 

 

The Franciscan Youth will be present at this World Youth Day and will celebrate its International 
Gathering in Lisbon from July 27 to August 1, 2023, with the motto "Get up, your neighbor awaits 
you". 

 
This International Gathering aims to bring together young people of the Franciscan Youth from all over the world to share and live the gift of fraternity. In addi-

tion, according to the conclusions of our 3rd International Assembly YouFra, Mexico 2022, an Extraordinary International Assembly of YouFra will be held dur-

ing this gathering to elect in person the new International Councilors of YouFra 2023-2026. 

 
 

All members of the Franciscan Youth from all over the world, fraternal animators OFS, Spiritual Assistants and with greater priority due to the celebration of 

the Extraordinary International Assembly, all the International Delegates of the Constituted National Fraternities are convened. 

 

We ask all National Presidents to confirm the number of their participants before January 31, 2023, through the following Google form: https://

forms.gle/ztbRX6Jf8AAfWXmBA 
 

In the form you must specify two numbers of participants, one of confirmed participants and one other of possible participants, then we will inform each one 

if it is possible to receive all the indicated participants or if it is necessary to limit them. 

 

Those fraternities that do not have a national council can send their answers individually, through the OFS national council or through their Spiritual Assis-

tant. 

 

CIOFS Convocatory 

YouFra International Gathering (YIG) and WYD, Lisbon, 2023 

https://forms.gle/ztbRX6Jf8AAfWXmBA
https://forms.gle/ztbRX6Jf8AAfWXmBA
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Overview: 
 

During YIG and WYD, all YouFra participants will be hosted in the "Externato da Luz" school, located in Telheiras, Largo da Luz, n.º 11, Lisbon, Portugal. 

 

The cost of participation for the YouFra International Gathering will be 200 euros per person, this includes the cost of transfer from the airport to the place of 

the event (by metro), food and lodging. 

 

The package chosen to participate in WYD will be 235 euros, the registration process will be carried out as a Macro Group, no one should make individual or small 

group registrations, later the instructions will be given regarding this process, but you should know that it is necessary to have all the participation fees before 

April 2023. 

 

The package of 235 euros of WYD includes accommodation, food, entrance to the different events and public transport during the days of the WYD. 

 
Through the organization of WYD, the necessary documents will be provided for those who require a visa to enter Portugal.  

 

Considering that it will not be possible to stay at the event venue before or after the dates of YIG and WYD, all those who w ish to stay more days or arrive days 

earlier than planned must individually organize their stay in Portugal. 

 

Important: all participants must contract travel insurance (medical and travel) with coverage for the days of the YIG and WYD. The International Coordination and 

the local OFS-YUFRA fraternity are not responsible for mishaps that may occur if the participant does not have insurance. 

 

May this season of Advent and Christmas motivate us to continue trusting in God's will, just as our Mother the Virgin Mary did, who did not delay in getting up and 

leaving to announce the Good News. 

 

Fraternally; 
 

Felix Chocojay 

YouFra International Coordinator 

 

Silvia Diana 

International Fraternal Animator 

 

Fr. Carlos Campos, TOR 

Assistant General of the OFS and YouFra International 

 

 

 

 

 

CIOFS Convocatory 

YouFra International Gathering (YIG) and WYD, Lisbon, 2023 
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SAINT FRANCIS AND SISTER DEATH 

 A Franciscan Perspective   

By Dawn Roper, OFS 

 

 

 

 

 

October 3rd Franciscans Celebrated the Transitus of Saint Francis.  A recent death in my Fraternity provided 
the opportunity to conduct a Franciscan Wake Service.  We used the service posted on NAFRA by St. 
Frances Cabrini Fraternity of the OFS.   It began with the words of St. Francis. 

The Leaders begins the Service: “Welcome, my Sister Death!” (II Cel. 217) With those words our Seraphic 
Father indicated his disposition toward that which causes fear and sorrow among much of the human family. 
The reality and tragedy of death cannot be ignored on the human level; and yet, as Christians, we believe that 
death has “lost its sting” through the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. As Franciscans, we believe even more 
strongly that “it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.” In view of this faith stance, death takes on an en-
tirely new meaning. Thus, we celebrate the passing of a sister or brother to a new and more fruitful life in the 
company of the saints.  

While we express our feelings of loss, we continue to hope and trust in the promises of Christ. Death teaches 
us to cling to the cross of the Lord with the knowledge that having “been conformed with Him in his death, 

we will be conformed with Him in His resurrection from death.” (cf. 
Phil 3:10-11)  

For our Father Francis, life was to search and strive for union with 
Christ through faith. Death was for him not a harsh reality, but the 
door through which he passed toward his ultimate goal of total un-
ion with the Father. What Francis sought through faith on earth, he 
achieved totally after death. The celebration of the death of a Fran-
ciscan shows forth the same faith as that which Francis possessed: 
our belief that death is the gateway to total union with God. 

These words clearly identify the teachings of our rule. 

1.  Our life goal as we seek perfection following “The Rule”, is to 
obtain Everlasting life in Heaven. 

2.  In formation we discuss the importance of having one’s affairs in 
order.  This includes making a will, reducing personal debt, provid-
ing for care of dependent family members and make your funeral 
preferences known.  In discussion you may find other provisions 
which make life easier for those you love and will leave behind.   

3.  The third thing to contemplate is to clarify your feelings about 
death.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church Article 12, #1020 
states “The Christian who unites his own death to that of Jesus 
views it as a step towards Him and an entrance into everlasting life.”  
We then look at the Bible which states over 300 times, “Be not 
Afraid”.  As Father Francis, we embrace our suffering and welcome 
Sister Death.   
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Source and Summit! 

Did You originally intend this when You created the universe and man to show forth Your glory? 

You diminished Yourself to become man, the creator of the universe and its expanses. Perfectly hiding 

Yourself except to the eyes of faith. You entered our world in obscurity; You who uphold all things in ex-

istence and were abused as the lowliest of the lowly!  Walking among us, You ask us to believe that You 

are who You say You are. But further still, in these last days, these end times, You ask us to go one step 

further. You said you would be with us until the end of time so You gave us bread and said it is Your very 

self - body, blood, soul and divinity - worthy of all worship as You Yourself are. And further still, we con-

sume You so that for a few precious moments, the God, author and creator of the universe, can become 

part of our flesh. I have no words to say, other than to wonder at the glory of the moment. How can I 

speak? What can I say but ‘thank you’ and hear your faint reply, ever so still and calm. Your ‘thank you’ 

reaches the ears of my heart. We share intimately in this communion of our mutual and respective thanks-

giving. Me thanking you for coming to me and You thanking me for coming to You, and for that brief mo-

ment, we are united as one, just like you and the Father. With us in a universal, catholic, union are those 

who have ever shared in this same moment of intimate union down through the ages and today in this 

place share in that union that You and I now have. What a glorious mystery and how perfect of the Father 

to answer Your prayer, “Father, may they be one as you and I are one.” 

At that moment, what’s mine is Yours and what’s Yours is mine. I, like You, own the universe. The world 

and all it holds is mine and all that I am is Yours. In my poverty, I share in Your poverty and, like You, I 

must care for the world and all it holds - nature, the ecosystem, the land, the animals but, first and fore-

most, my brothers and sisters who bear your image. The Church rightly proclaims, ‘the Eucharist is the 

source and summit of the Christian faith.’ May my eyes be for the world a window into your very heart! 

Amen! 

 

Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis  
OFS 

Mary Queen of Franciscans Fraternity 

October Reflection by John Sanders, OFS 

https://ladypovertyregion.org/
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On October 3rd, a Transitus service was held by St. Augustine Fraternity to celebrate the 
passing of St Francis from earthly life to life eternal. The habit of a friar was ceremoniously 
brought to the foot of the altar to symbolize our great saint. The service included music by 
Craig Yankes, and a narrative of the death of St. Francis. The Gospel of John Chapter 13:1-15 
was proclaimed, and Psalm 142 intoned. The Secular Franciscans renewed their Permanent 
Profession Promises and the evening concluded with the veneration of relics.  

St August ine Fraterni ty  Trans itus  



Stigmata Fraterni ty  Play  
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We had our Fraternity meeting tonight, and for formation, Joan had us do a little 
play of St. Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe!  She does such a wonderful 

job with our ongoing formation!  Here 
are a few pictures!  Enjoy! 

Contact Joan Straub, OFS, for a copy of 
the play. 

Looks like fun!! 



We hope that all had a Blessed and Joyful Christmas! 

 This is the second year that our fraternity has done a Spiritual Adoption. At the begin-

ning of the year each member “adopts” an unborn baby and prays daily that this child will 

not be aborted.  

 Each member collects and donates items for their baby.  In turn we donate the items 

to New Beginnings which is a Prolife organization headquartered in New Castle, PA.  They 

also have satellite facilities in Sandy Lake, a mobile unit in Butler and are now in the process 

of opening a new office in Mercer, PA. This organization not only helps with infant and tod-

dler needs but also gives needed support and aid to mothers as well! 

 We at Holy Spirit Fraternity wish all of our Franciscan brothers and sisters a Blessed 

and prosperous New Year! 

George Soros OFS, Minister Holy Spirit Fraternity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members pictured left to right, Christine Kneeland-Vice Minister, Christine Edwards-New 

Beginnings representative, Christine Connor-Treasurer, Mary Ann Marshall-Councilor, Mary 

Dutcher and David Ranelli.   

Greetings from Holy Spirit Fraternity 
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Elizabeth Fritzley, OFS, age 65 of Lawrenceville passed into eternity on Dec. 4, 2022. 
Mother of William F. Lyons (Heather Williams), Matthew Lyons (Courtney), and Aa-
ron Lyons (Kaitlin). Grandmother of Zachary Williams, Leah Lyons, Dominic, Ellie, 
and Emma Lyons; Benjamin and Brinlee Lyons and Matthew Kahlil. Sister of Theo-
dore, Clyde, and Diane Fritzley and Lisa Baker. Betty was a longtime member of the 
Secular Franciscan Order of St. Augustine Fraternity. She lived the spirit of St. Fran-
cis everyday. She also volunteered for St. Vincent de Paul society.  

Funeral Mass was held on Saturday, December10, at 10 AM at St. Matthew Parish, 
St. Bonaventure Church.  

Lois A. Davanzati, OFS, age 88, of Butler, passed away peacefully on Monday, Nov. 
28, 2022, surrounded by her family. 
Born in Butler on March 20, 1934, she was the daughter of the late Daniel and Louise 
Kirk McCrea. 
Lois was part owner of Signs By Rick Inc. She previously worked as a secretary at 
Armco and as a telephone operator at Bell Telephone. 
Lois was a member of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church. 
She belonged to the parish's Christian Mothers and Marian Guild, and she also served 
as an extraordinary minister of the Eucharist at nursing homes in the area. In addi-
tion, she was a member of Mary Queen of Franciscans Fraternity Secular Franciscan 
Order. 
She especially enjoyed traveling on religious tours with fellow church members, and 
she was an animal lover. 

She is survived by four sons, Rick Davanzati and his wife, Michelle "Mimi," of Butler, Mark Davanzati and his 
wife, Stacy, of Butler, David Davanzati, of Louisville, Ky., and Mike Davanzati and his wife, Joyce, of Sarver; 12 
grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Enrico S. "Rick" Davanzati, who passed away March 29, 2014; 
one son, James "Butch" Davanzati; one brother, Donald McCrea; and one grandson, Greg Davanzati. 
 
A Mass of Christian burial was celebrated at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, December 2, at St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church, 315 Stoney Hollow Road, Cabot, with the Rev. Ward Stakem OFM Cap. 
officiated.  Lois’s burial took place in St. Michael's Cemetery, Butler. 
 

O b i t u a r i e s  

St August ine Fraternity   

Mary Queen of Franciscans Fraternity  
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Alfred A. Burkhart, OFS passed into eternal life on Friday, December 30,2022, 
of Swissvale. Husband of Patricia Petrowsky Burkhart. 

Loving Brother of Mary Pat Valentino and her husband Joseph and the late 
Robert Burkhart. Dear uncle of James Miskovich, Joelle Matthews and her 
husband Mark and the late Erik Valentino 

Great uncle of Erik and Jacob. 

He was a dedicated member of the Order of Secular Franciscans of Pittsburgh. 
Al volunteered to give Holy Communion at several hospitals in Pittsburgh for 
more than 25 years. He was a Navy Veteran, worked at E.L Wiggins, and at 
Woodland Hills School District.  

His sister would like to thank Gallagher Hospice for their outstanding compas-
sion and care for Al over the past 5 months. 

Mass of Christian Burial was held in the Word of God Roman Catholic Church, Wednesday, January 4, 2023, 
at 10:00 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers please send Memorial contributions to order of Secular Franciscans, St Augustine Fraterni-
ty PO Box 40198 Pittsburgh, Pa 15201.  

Marie Stockey, OFS, age 90, of Verona, passed away on Monday evening, De-
cember 12, 2022. Daughter of the late John and Elizabeth (Jerto) Stockey. She 
is survived by her brother, John (the late Frances) Stockey; and many nieces 
and nephews. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her 
brother, Leo (Cathrine) Stockey; and sister, Irene (Richard) Kohler.  

 Mass of Christian Burial was held on Saturday, December 17, 2022, at 10 a.m. 
Holy Family Parish (St. Joseph, 825 2nd St., Verona).   

St August ine Fraternity   

St  August ine Fraternity   
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Francis Yacobi, OFM Cap., 1949-2022 
Our brother Francis Yacobi, OFM Cap., died at AGH West Penn Hospital, Pitts-
burgh, on Saturday evening, December 31, 2022, following several months of declin-
ing health. He was 73. 

Francis was born to Xavier Francis and Anne (Petty) Yacobi on May 11, 1949, in 
South Bend, IN, and was baptized at St. Joseph Church, the family’s parish. 

He attended Catholic elementary schools in Indiana and Illinois, graduating from 
Marian Catholic High School, Chicago Heights, IL, in 1967. Frank earned Business 
Administration degrees in marketing and management at Northern Illinois Univer-
sity. 

Discerning a vocation to Capuchin life and the priest-
hood, Frank was accepted into the Capuchin formation 
program and took pre-theology courses at Borromeo 
Seminary in Wickliffe, OH, from 1983 to 1984. 

In 1984 he was invested as a Capuchin novice at St. Con-
rad Friary, Allison Park, PA. Frank professed temporary 

vows as a Capuchin friar on July 13, 1985, and perpetual vows on August 2, 1988 with our 
brothers Michael Greb, OFM Cap., and David Nester, OFM Cap. 

 In preparation for priestly ministry, he studied theology at Catholic University of America in 
Washington, DC, attaining a Master of Divinity in 1989. After serving a unique year of diaco-
nate year in the diocesan parish of St. William's in Euclid, OH, Frank was ordained to the 
priesthood on June 2, 1990. 

His first assignment was to the missions in Papua New 
Guinea, initially in Ialibu as parochial vicar and then in 
Madang to serve on the faculty of St. Fidelis Seminary. 

Frank returned from the missions in 1993 and was assigned to St. Joseph Parish in 
York, PA, as parochial vicar. 

A year later he was appointed to serve on the post-novitiate formation staff at Capu-
chin College in Washington, DC. In 2001, Frank was named guardian and director of 
formation. He also studied canon law at CUA, earning his Licenciate in Ecclesial Law 
(JCL) there in 2002. 

From 2004 through 2010, Frank was guardian of St. John Evangelist Friary in Phila-
delphia and pastor of the parish, and following his tenure, he enjoyed a three-month 
sabbatical of prayer at St. Joseph Leonissa Hermitage in Wheeling, WV. 

Frank returned to Philadelphia in early 2011 to pastor the people of St. Callistus Par-
ish and to assist with the formation of postulants in residence at the nearby friary of 
Blessed Sacrament parish. Two years later, he was named Guardian of that West Phil-
adelphia fraternity and director of the postulancy program. 

In 2016, Frank was appointed to serve in the Provincial headquarters as executive secretary and was named guardian of 
St. Conrad Friary in Allison Park. In 2020, along with the Provincial offices which were in transition there as the new 
annex in Lawrenceville, Pittsburgh was being constructed, he moved with the offices to St. Augustine Friary there and 
continued his service as Executive Secretary to the Provincial Minister. 

Frank was always ready to serve the Province in his capacity as a canon lawyer and was an important resource for his 
work on our provincialate. 
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Throughout his Capuchin life, Frank had an affec-
tion for the Secular Franciscan Order, serving as 
Spiritual Assistant to fraternities in Washington, 
Annapolis and Western Pennsylvania. He was also 
Spiritual Assistant to the Poor Clares of Perpetual 
Adoration, providing guidance for the Sisters in 
Ohio, Virginia, Washington and Alabama. 

Frank was also committed to the Capuchin Volun-
teer Corps of the Province, serving as a member of 
the Board and assisting director Margaret McIntyre 
as needed. 

He was a faithful and prayerful Capuchin friar, avid 
reader, engaging conversationalist and enjoyed be-
ing with the brothers. Frank was a Notre Dame 
football fan to the core, and became famous for his 
holiday feasts at Capuchin College, most often con-
sisting of a whole roasted pig. He was a great cook 
with experience in working in the restaurant busi-
ness prior to finding his vocation as a friar. 

Frank was preceded in death by his parents and two brothers, Michael and James. He is survived by his sisters Laura 
Anne (Ronald) Struyf of North Aurora, IL, and Tina (Frank) Motola of Glen, IL as well as his three brothers John 
(Carleen) of Clemmons, NC, Anthony (Katherine) of Waurika, OK, and Robert (Elizabeth) of New Lenox, IL; many niec-
es and nephews; and his Capuchin brothers. 

 

These links can be found in Fr. Franks online obituary  https://capuchin.com/index/php/79-friars/1043-frank-yacobi  

Read the article about Frank and the friars who made Solemn Vows together in 1988. 

Read the article on the friar who arrived in York and his "delayed vocation" story. 

Read the article highlighting his service in Philadelphia. 

 

 

https://capuchin.com/images/Friars/Obituaries/2022/FXYacobi/FXY_SolemnProfession.pdf
https://capuchin.com/images/Friars/Obituaries/2022/FXYacobi/FX_Assignment_York.pdf
https://capuchin.com/images/Friars/Obituaries/2022/FXYacobi/FXYacobi_Pastor_StJohn_Philly.pdf
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The Franciscan Daily Conversion Check List 

_______  I began and ended the day with the Liturgy of the Hours (Morning and Evening Prayer) 

_______  I received the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

_______  I said the rosary whether alone or with a group 

_______  I did a Holy Hour 

_______  I went to Confession once this month 

_______  I took time to stop what I was doing and thank God for one of his created wonders. 

 

_______  I performed a Corporal Work of Mercy today.  (Feed the Hungry, Give drink to the Thirsty, Clothed 

the Naked, Sheltered Homeless, Cared for the Sick, Visited the Imprisoned, Buried the Dead) 

_______  I took the time to have a conversation with someone in need 

 

_______  I wore my Tau today 

_______  I didn’t waste the precious gift of time that God gave me 

_______  I thanked God for the gift of work 

_______  I brought Francis into my home 

_______  I looked for a peaceful solution to the problems I encountered 

_______  I tried to understand another’s perspective in a discussion 

_______  I made decisions that involve others using consensus 

_______  I treated all God’s Creation with respect 

_______ I live a simple life and avoid excesses 

_______  I attend my fraternity meetings and functions. 



Poverello Fund 

What is the Poverello Fund?  These are funds collected and set aside  to provide financial aid to 

Secular Franciscans experiencing dire need.  

Why do we need this fund?  Occasionally, our members who find themselves in extreme hard-

ship may request assistance to purchase food, medications, gas or other essentials.   

How to donate:   

1. Send your personal donation or donations from your fraternity to the Regional Treasurer.  Specify 

“Poverello Fund” on the check or money order. 

2. Consider designating a bequest to the Poverello Fund in your will. 

3. The Secular Franciscan Order is a 501C3 non-profit organization.  Donations are tax-deductible.  

 How to request assistance: 

1. Send a written request for assistance to the Regional Minister.  Requests may  be made on behalf of 

someone in need by another individual or a fraternity council. 

2. Requests will be reviewed by the Regional Executive Council.  If approved, the funds will be dispersed 

by the Regional Treasurer. 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 

steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do 

not break in and steal.   For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.             [Mt 6: 19-21] 

Poverello Fund Donat i on  

Franc iscans Help ing Franc iscans  
Yes, I would like to donate funds to the Poverello Fund.   

 $10.00  $20.00  Other _______ 

 

Mail your donation to: 

Brian Stevens, OFS 

Treasurer, Lady Poverty Region 

3014 Meyeridge Rd. 

Pittsburgh, PA  15209 

 “The Lord bless you and keep you;  

the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;  

the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 


